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PAMPHLET, 


WRITTEN 


By the Rev. JAMES RAMSAY, M. A. 
OULD I believe that Mr. Ramfay's 

pamphlet proceeded from the 
effuſions of a heart devoted to liberty, 
I would have applanded his enthuſiaſm; 
I would have deem'd the miſrepreſen- 
tations which he has too profuſely ſcat- 
terd, as the exaggerated accounts of a 
well intended tho' frantic zeal. He 
ſhould have been the object of pity 
not of reply. But when his own con- 
duct an juſtifies me in doubting his 
| A 2 ſincerity, 
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(4) 
ſincerity, when I perceive that he has 
not adopted the benevolent plan of 


manumiſſion he ſo ſtrongly recom- 


mends; when I know that on his de- 
parture from St. Chriſtophers he de- 
liberately ſold the ſlaves he poſſeſs'd 


to the ſame rigorous ſervitude he affects 


to condemn; I cannot ſuppreſs my 
indignation at behaviour ſo oppoſite to 
the principles he dares to profeſs. I 


ſtep not forth as the Champion of 


Slavery, but under the protection of 
truth no conteſt ought to be avoided : 
Guarded by her impenetrable buckler 
I dread not the eloquence or abilities 
of Mr. Ramſay: Conſcious of acting 
under her influence, I dare oppoſe the 
malevolence of fallehood tho' ſhe ap- 


| proaches 1 in the ſacred garb of, a booſt 


Mr. ame has introduced himſelf 
to the world with a phraſe of ſcrip- 


ture and habituated to the pulpit cannot 
en without a text; but having na 


perſonal 


N 1 

perſonal diſlike to him, let this be term'd 
an innocent ſtratagem. and credit be 
given him for the contrivance. 1 will 


not encroach on the priviledge of his 
function, but leaving him in full poſ- 
ſeſſion of all the advantages he can de- 


rive from miſapplication of holy writ, 
conhne myſelf to plain reaſon and mat- 


ter of fact. 


The laborers of every community 


include it's greateſt portion. Laws. 


alone retain the many in ſubjection to 
the few. When the greateſt number 


is compoſed of ſlaves, the inſtitutions 


neceſſarily and inſenſibly acquire a ri- 
gour unknown to thoſe ſtates, where 


each individual (in reſpe to freedom) 


is an equal. Vet are not theſe inſti- 


tutions calculated to depreſs this un- 


happy claſs of mankind below the rank 


of manhood”, tho' they breath in their 
very ſpirit a charafierifiick diſtinction 
between the maſter and the ſervant. 


And 
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And where is the ſociety in which, ad- | 


mitting of ſervitude, this difference is 
not ſtrongly mark'd? In our military 


ſtate an officer gets drunk with impu- 
nity; for a ſimilar offence a private is 


confin'd often.to a loathſome dungeon, 


and by an intoxicated court-martial is 
doom'd to receive an hundred laſhes. 


This in the army is deem'd a trifling 


puniſhment. To a planter of St. Kitts 


it would appear enormous. Thirty- 
nine blows with a whip of one laſh, is 


the utmoſt that the laws of that iſland*®* 


permit any maſter to inflict. I do not 


aſſert that this number is never ex- 


ceeded. Unfortunately every ſtate 
contains ſome refrattory members wha 
will not conform to it's regulations. 
I ſincerely wiſh that this part of their 


code was more ſtrictly enforc'd. 


* I confine myſelf to St. Kitts, becauſe 'tis the _ 
in which Mr, Ramſay's livings were ſituated, | 
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If a negro, ſays Mr. Ramſay, killt 
e a white. man he is burnt alive.” In 
the ſyſtem adopted in England we read, 
if a woman murder her huſband ſhe 
ſhall be burnt alive. But the humanity 
of the Engliſh is ſhewn by the manner 
in which this terrible ſentence is put in 
execution. By being firſt ſtrangled 
ſhe is deprived of ſenſation, and then 
committed to the flames. In St. Kitts 
the ſame benignity is extended td the 
miſerable culprit. Miſrepreſentation is 
odious in any man, but doubly ſo in a 
_ miniſter of the goſpel. 


If a white man continues Mr. 
* Ramſay kill a negro of his own, his 
* puniſhment is commuted for. a ſmall 


71 have ventured to be a little unfaithful in the 
tranſcript, by making uſe of the ſubjunctive & kill,” 
inſtead of the indicative © kills ” which Mr. Ramſay 
adopts. I truſt it has been done without any offence 
to grammar; but leaſt it ſhould be ſo I thought this con- 
feſſion neceſſary to avoid injuring Mr. Ramſay's repu- 
tation as a ſcholar. 
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bo TED yet is ſeldom exaRted. 1 
Had Mr. Ramſay deſtroy d one of his 
EY. _ _ownſlaves he would infallibly have been 
| | hanged without benefit of his clergy. 


An aſſault among negroes, ſays this 
5 « worthy man, is conſtrued into rebel. 
* lion, and rebellion is puniſhed with 
« tortures and death.” Come forward 
E thou virtuous miniſter and tell me, if 
| thou canſt be candid, did you not bluſh 
US ' When you wrote that ſentence? By 
the conſtitution of that very iſland in 
which Mr. Ramſay lived the hand only 
that was raiſed againſt a White is de- 
| manded as an expiation. But this 
| punifhment is ſeldom exacted, and I 
challenge this reverend prelate to pro- 
duce, during his long reſidence in the 
Weſt Indies, one fingle inſtance. . The 
mode of treatment in theſe caſes can 
1 be exemplified by an anecdote which 
comes within my own immediate 
1 knowledge. A negro with a large 
3 knife made a e ſtab at his 
E 25 58 maſter; 
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maſter ; fortunately: i it pierced only, his, 
coat and waiſtcoat; He was appre-. 
hended, and inſtead. of che death, and. 
tortures Mr. Ramſay ſo pathetically. 
deſcribes, he received fifty laſhes, at 
two different times, and was compelld 
to Work two months with a chain 10 
<igh or ten Wan about ban geek. 


For ene ef afainter complex- 
ion, for inattention or negligence, 
* the maſter, according to Sir Hans 
Sloan, is. ſatisfied with diſmember- 
ment, or ſevere flagellations, with 


pepper and ſalt ſcatter d over the 


*wqunds, for the purpoſe of encreaſ- 
ing the pain“ With what malicious 
art is this inſerted. Conving'd; that 
his On experience gave the directeſt 
lie to the aſlertion, Mr. Ramſay 
introduces it according to Sir Hans 
Sloan.“ Haye ſome reſpe& Sir to 
our underſtandings and think not to 
bg blindeſt theſe equivocations are in- 

1 BK viſihle. 


610 


viſible. © Refiding in a country where 


theſe ſcenes ſays Mr. Ramſay are dif- 


play d why have recourſe to foreign au- 


thority? why not produce his own ?' be: 
cauſe *twas wanting. The concluſion is 


| as evident as if written with a ſun- beam. 
Of ſich inhamanities I confeſs I have 


been informed. But by whom did re- 
port ſay they were perpetrated? By 
the Negroes themſelves; who, having 


bought their freedom and acquired 


wealth ſufficient to purchaſe ſlaves, 


fometimes exhibit on their perſons that 


barbarity, for which they are ſo emi- 
nently remark d. Among the whites 


theſe - crimes are unknown : : And it 
would puzzle Mr. Ramſay to ſellect, 


even from the tribe of his own country 
men, driven from their barren moun- 
tains and nurtured in India, one againſt 


whom ſuch cruelties ean be juſtly charg- 


ed. The diſpoſition of the - Scotch 


when in power ſufficiently excuſe my 
| allotting to them che honor of this 
election. | Ac 
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According to this pathetick author 


but one weak obſtacle oppoſes itſelf as 
-a check to theſe, fancied barbarities. 
Jo every man of reaſoning (and for 
the credit of humanity I will not think 
them all like Mr. Ramſay) it appears 


an obſtacle the moft inſurmountable. 
Intereſt, the uneverſal actuator of man- 
kind commands the Creole to be mer- 
ciful, If by ſevere tratement the gang 


be leflon'd or enfiebled, the crop pe- 


riſhes on the ground. Ruin awaits the 


brutal planter and wich her haggard 


iront awes him into pity. But we are 
told that this intereſt exiſts only dur- 
ing the vigour of youth; that the ſlave 
paſs'd the ſeaſon of labor is abandoned 
to want; that no helping hand aids his 
tottering ſteps; that no longer qualifi- 
ed for work the ungrateful maſter for- 
gets his former ſervices, and ſuffers 
him at an advanc'd old age to ſink in 
unpitied miſery to the grave. To this 
gloomy ſcene is contraſted the wanton 

B 2 free- 


— 


— 


ws — — 
— — . — — — — — _— 


- 2 —— — — 


-— * 
woes -- JA£Aw was — 0 
— —. 
- 


22 | 
—— — a — r — 
= 
—— — —— 7d — g 
- 


5 
＋—— 
— — — — 


— 


—ͤ—ͤ————ͤ — — — 


(4) 


freedom and eaſy indolence enjoy d in 
the wilds of Afrie. Repreſentations 
equally untrue. In the colonies the 
taſk of a negro is proportion'd to his 


firength. The old work not with the 


young. The more laborious duties 
are confign'd'to the robuſt ; the lighter 
conſtitute the ocupations of the feeble. 


But when the weight of years has ren- 


der'd the body inadequate to the fa- 
tigues of ſervitude, he is diſmiſs'd from 
employment, and a child, in general of 

his own family, is appointed to admi- 


niſter to his neceſſities and aſſiſt his 


wants. Nor is the hand of his maſler 
unopen'd to his relief. His own table 
frequently affords a kindlier ſuſtenance 
than the uſual fare, and ſmall gifts of 
rum chear the night of life. Even the 
garrulity of age is tolerated and an old 
negro is almoſt unreſtrained in the li- 
cence. of his tongue. 


As 


| 
\ 
| 
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As for Africa it teems with ſlaves re- 
duced to the moſt irkſom ſubjection. 
Their own accounts every day confirm 


it: I know of two negroes who being 


ſold by their African maſter were re- 
joic'd to find him purchas 'd ſometime 
after by the ſame proprietor. Theſe 
are not the vagaries of an heated brain. 


1 appeal to Mr. Ramſay himſelf if the 


negroes receive not the ſuecours I re- 
late. In ficknels they are attended by 
a doctor Tetain'd for that purpoſe. In 


their very diet the loathings of a dil- 
ordered ſtomach are conſulted. The 


broths and meats of kids or chicken 
are ſubſtituted in lieu of the courſe 
food which rude health would eagerly 


devour and their ſpirits are enliven'd 


by the moderate uſe of vine. 


To che Engliſh, a people fam'd for. 


humanity, the ſettlements of other na- 
tions are held up as patterns of cle- 
NP We are told, 'with a pompous 


diſplay 
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diſplay, of feſtvials appropriated to in- 
ſtruction, and of a day in every week 


fet apart for their own uſe. Theſe 


ſeem bleſſings; and from this partial 


account, one would be induced to 


think, the chains of a-French {lave were 


but light. Let me inform Mr. Ramſay 


for J vill not ſuppoſe he knew it) that 


the demands of cultivation, unable to 


ſupport this ſuperſtitious tax, are com- 


penſated with hours ſtolen from repoſe, 
and that the negro, aſſiſted by torches, 


toils the live-long night. The inſtruc⸗ 
tion in religion tends not to benefit his 


preſent or future ſtate. It alleviates 
not the rigours of ſervitude, and from 


him that hath but ane talent ane only 
ſhall be required. 


tb the proſecution of the African 
trade ſome regulations are greatly 
needed. But I muſt contels, I ſhould 
never have entertain'd an idea of con- 
ſulting the deceney of che naked ſa- 

vages 
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Lages of Congo. This well placed fe- 
finement was reſerved for the delicate 

genius of Mr, Ramſay. I dare ſay he 

can prove from infallible deductions 

that Eve wore tuckers. 


I was on the point of taking my 
leave, when the twenty-ſecond page of 
this pamphlet recall'd me to my for- 
mer employment, and bade me again 
reſume the office of detector. Tis a 

diſagreeable function and particularly 
ſo when exerciſed againſt one of this 
gentleman's profeſſion. "Tis not my 
deſire to expoſe him, and I lament the 
part I am forced to perform. But if 
he will take my advice (for really Lam 
not his enemy) on whatever ſubject he 
may in future publiſh, he will not aſ- 
ſume the title of Reverend. He may 
by this means eſcape ſome degree of 
_ cenſure, and the world will think him | 
owy a bedr man. 


I be- | 
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1 believe tis true that the laws de 
not- entitle the negroes to any pecu- 
lium. But even Mr. Ramſay will not 
pretend to ſay they poſſeſs it not. To 
every ſlave a portion of land is allot- 
ted. Tis hereditary and on his deceaſe 


falls to his children. In the mountain 
eſtates theſe peculia extend to two or 


three acres. - The produce in cals-ava 
and other vegetables is often conſider- 
able. The cultivation of theſe ſpots is 

not confin'd to the ſundays which the 
negroes enjoy; when neceſſary and 
when aſked another day is freely given 


to their wants. For the anfirm a la- 


borer alſo is provided, and by the di 


rection of bis maſter cultivates or 


weeds. his plantation. In: harveſt the 
lame auxiliary is afforded. Even to the 


able bodied tis not time only that is 
beſtowed; for another ſlave:is aſſignd 
to attend him to market, and aid the 
diſpoſal of his little property. The in- 
come from this is clear gain, He fears 


not 


e 
not any deductions, and toils with the 
ſweetening aſſurance that the produce 
of his induſty will be his own. One crop 
__<xcites to another, and with the en- 
creaſe of his hogs, goats, and poultry, 
eneables him to live in a ſtate of eom- 
fortable eaſe. The agriculture of his 
ſmall eſtate is no longer conducted by 
his on hand. He hires other ſlaves, 
and by employment they participate 
in the fruits of his profit. The plea- 
ſures of ſociety enliven the intermiſ- 
ſions of labor. The repaſts of the table 
convene his friends. Over a bowl of 
punch feſtivity lightens the fetters of 
ſervitude, and they ſmile with content. 
Theſe are not the only aſſiſtances a 
negro receives. There is conſtantly 
one piece of cane: land divided among 
them, to furniſh a ſupply of pumpkins, 
potatoes and peas. To purchaſe the 
ſeeds, money is frequently beſtowed on 
the indigent by the humane proprietor. 
During crop, every ſlave is each day 
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intitl'd to a pint of ſyrop to form his 
beverage. To this quantity they are 
not rigidly confin d. Frequent dona- 


tions of the cold cane juice adhibit a li- 
quid, of the moſt nutritious quality, in 
which their victuals are prepared. An 


unlimitted uſe of the cane itſelf conſti- 


tutes no deſpicable ſupport. The tops 
of the plant ſuſtain their goats, and the 


macerated parts of it's trunk feed their 
p56 T6 70. oft 16.72 


Their dame and affemblics' are = the | 

* mimic repreſentations | of European | 
elegance. Silk coats, waiſtcoats and 
ſtockings, are as eſſential to the African 

as the Engliſh beau: And I have ſeen 

them equiped in a ſtyle more ſumptu- 


ous than my pocket could afford. Ir 


may be ſaid that my deſcription is par- 


tial; that tis taken from the more for- 
tunate part, and that many, very many 


others ſtill remain oppreſs'd with want. 
Every ſociety contains members i in dif- 


ferent 
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ferent ſituations: Some affluent, ſome 


ſtricken with poverty. At the corner 
of every ſtreet in this metropolis does 
not famine ſtare you in the face? At 
every ſtep ſee you not wretches pining 
with hungar; old men ſinking under 
the accumulated weight of penury and 
years, and half-famiſh'd mothers be- 
ſtowing the laſt drops of life on their 
helpleſs infants. Theſe it is ſaid are 
not the effects of indolence: But the 
miſery of negroes proceeds from no 
other ſource. Let me aſk Mr. Ramſay 
if in the Weſt Indies he ever ſaw the 
efforts of diligence unrequited. Cer- 
tain emolument follows their induſtry. 
Their labors are invariably crown'd 
with wealth. Every expence of a ne- 
gro furniſhes almoſt a luxury. The 
moſt important articles coſt him no- 
thing. If he is in want of a houſe, 
does not his maſter erect it? If he is 
ſick, is he not attended? The allow- 
ance diſtributed at the cellar door I full 

C 2 well 
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well know is not adequate to their 
maintenance. But when time and lands 
are attributed ought activity to be with- 
held? The means of more than a bare 
livehhood are placed in the reach of a 
negro. He has but to ſtretch forth his 
arm and graſp a competency. Let not 
then the maſter be cenfured for the in- 
dolence of the ſlave. But what may of 
not the hand of malice blacken;' The EA 
moſt laudable inſtitutions are expoſed Wil 
to her outrages. That ineſtimable part 
of our juriſprudence, which enacts the 
binding out of apprentices, may be per- 
verted into authorifing the molt inhu- 
4 man barbarities.” Two or three inſtan- 
be ces from Mrs. Brownrig, in a country 
= it ignorant of our cuſtoms, may be ad- 
| duced as proofs, and I wonder that in 
a work ſo congenial to his own heart, 
Mr. d $ abilities hive not been 
pied. e ee 
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It may be aſked, ſays Mr. Ramſay, 
(and with propriety too) why he ſhould 
now attack a ſyſtem, that for near a 
century has been eſtabliſh'd and en- 
couraged. To one acquainted with 


Mr. Ramſay's former ſituation the an- 
{wer is obvious, Had Parliament at 


any prior period ordain'd: an emanci- 
pation of the ſlaves in the Weſt Indian 
Colonies, the Victar of Teſton would 
have been deprived of his own. In all 
ages to rob the church has been deem'd 


an henious crime. As a miniſter twas 
Mr. Ramſay's duty to defend it's pro- 


perty; His humanity was entangled 
in the ſnares of intereſt. This feeble 
barrier could check his morality, and 
retain him in the fields of fin; in the 
trafhck of blood. Of the ſtains acquir- 
ed by ſuch a diſgraceful commerce Mr. 
Ramſay is not devoid. With his hands 
till reeking he aſſumes the language 


of innocence; and under ſo ſweet an 


accent diſguiſes the voice of detraction. 


His 


4 20 

His: arguments ho very confromechf, | 
I have not oppoſed. T have advanced 
but with a deſire to trip the hyprocrite 
of his caul. 'Tis not with eloquence 
that, am able to ſubdue. Fafts fur— 
niſh my weapons, and temper'd * 
N they inflict a deadly wound. 


— 


— - 
— 


„ 
„ 


— van Wt „„ - x 


— 
— — 
— 


— ——— 


—— —b—ẽ 
* 


: F or "the N of "wing none 
. can be a greater advocate than myfelf. 
| Wherever the greateſt part is held un- 
1 der the deſpotic lway of the leſs nu 
=" merous a wide road is open'd to ſeve- 
rity. Much is relinquiſh'd to the diſ- 
cretion of man; and in that tis well 
known we ought not to confide. A 
thouſand little paſſions may lead us 
aſtray, and under their guidance we 
commit a thouſand actions which rea- 
ſon arrives, but to condemn. To re 
move theſe ills is a meritorious endea- 
vour, and in any feaſible plan my mite 
of labor ſhould be chearfully afforded. 
But to accompliſh even this I would 
not 
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not follow Mr. Ramſay's example; 1 


would not be guilty of an untruth; for 


a thouſand worlds I would not ſtain 
my honor with a falſchood. My ab- 
horrence of it has impell'd me to in- 


trude theſe few lines on the public ; . 
The pamphlet which gave birth to them 


was ſeen but a few days ago: They 
are the haſty productions of a leiſure 


hour. They claim not the merits of 
diction; but if plain unvarniſh id truth 
can be acceptable, the writer flatters 
bimſelf ey will be regarded. | 
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